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; ADVOCATE.

The Independent Consumer’s Bimonthly Guide to Fine Wine
RATING SYSTEM

Robert Parker’s rating system employs a 50-100 peint quality scale. It is my belief thal the various twenty (20) peint rating systems do
not provide enough flexibility and often result in compressed and inflated wine ratings. THE WINE ADVOCATE takes a hard, very critical
look at wine, since | would prefer to underestimate the wine's quality than to overestimate it. The numerical ratings are utilized only to
enhance and complement the thorough tasting notes, which are my primary means of communicating my judgments to you.

96-100 An extraordinary wine of profound and complex character displaying all the attributes expected of a classic wine
of its variety. Wines of this caliber are worth a special effgrt lo find, purchase, and consume.
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An outstanding wine of exceptional complexity 3hd characte Bhort, these are terrific wines.
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avor as well as character

80-89 A barely above average to very good wine di
with no noliceable flaws.

: 70-79 An average wine with little distinction except thatitTs wndly mads. In essence.
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60-69 A below average wine containing fiaticeable deficiencies, such as exts
age w g 2,
flavor, or possibly dirty aromas,or flavors. £573
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STASTING NOTES AND RATINGS®

When possible all of msgs-ti:gs are dofja i peer-groups ind conditions. (meaning .s<##"Fere then is a general guide t0 interprating the numerical ratings: :
that the same types of winef hmm other'and the producers’ names ade fol 90-100 is equivalent to an A and is given only for an ocutstanding or special effort. Wine:
kngwn). The ratings reflect an'hdegendefit, cri K off the wines. Neither pr T th in this category are the very bes! produced of their type. Thera is 3 big difference batween a
reputation of the producerigrower affect the LTy manner. | spend 90 and 99, but both are top marks. As you will note through the text, thera are few wines thal
avery year lasting in vineyards. During the othér L sctually make il into this top categery because therse are not many greal wines.
saven<day workweseks ara devoted solely ig g B0-89 Is equivalent to a B in school and such a wine, particularty in the 85-89 range, is
udgings or rade lastings ft : ¥ ipal among 8 very, very good: many of the winas that fall into

llom an

this range often are greal values as well, |

MASON 2002 SAUVIGNON BLANC NAPA (518.00) WHITE 88
One of California’s better Sauvignons, this exuberant, richly fruity — bodied, fresh, and lively, this is a crowd-pleasing, impeccably made
2002 exhibits copious quantities of honeyed tropical fruits along with  white to enjoy over the next 12-16 months. Tel. (707) 944-4480

this varietal's telltale melon and ripe fig characteristics. Medium-

people thal evaluating a wine and assigning a score 10 a beverage that will change and & 2

in many casas for up to 10 or more ysars is analogous to taking a photograph of a marathon Yy, SO

runner. Much can be ascertained but, like a picturs of a moving object. the wine will also

evolve and changs. Wines from obviously badly corked or defective boltles are retasted, since

a wina from a single bad bottle does not indicale an entirely spoded batch. Many of the wines 4

W have been tasted m;ny times, and the sog:e represants atwm;malvemga o: pna Hamﬁg;ﬁm‘k perfect, buta
wine’s performanca in tas! to date. Scores, however, do not reve mportan| ed ster without prej 3

facts about a wine. The mn:?u‘ tary that panies the ratings Is a batter  ¢an quantify different levels of d provide the readet with one professional’s

sourcs of information regarding the wine's style and personality, its relative quality vis-  judgment. Howaver, there can never be any substitute for your own paiate nor any

a-vis its peers, and its value and aging potential than any scora could ever indicate. batter education than tasting the wine yourself.
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California Dreamin’ — Déja Vu (2-64)
Supplement: A 25 Year Surprise
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. SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION

dmswwﬁmmc.ﬂtisPu-ldas.f-‘mc.RMM.P-tu.Jr.mmwmmammmummdndamw«wwudnhmde,nmma@r.rlu
wmdmmum,w:mmmhmmwummmudhwsvzwb.wmmnma.ammdenmuofmnmmmmhmmd
wil niarvar b mangoned o reviewsd in anything written by Robart M. Parker, Jr. Cogirighl © 2003 by Robert M. Parker, Jr, Pestmaster; Send addess cormection 1 THE WINE ADVOCATE, ING., P.O, Box 311, Monkson, MO 21111, On
the world wide web, vist eRobertParker.com. Forward and Retum Postage Guaranteed. THE WINE ADVOCATE, first published in August, 1978, relentiessly pursues the goal of providing valuable, uncensorsd, totally
Ind dermt and refliabis Inf on wing and issues affecting wine quality to those consumaers in saarch of the finest wines and best wine values. All Rights Rasarved.
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